Falmouth Public Schools Vision
Investing Our Wisdom in Their Potential and the New Story of Learning

 “What they need is to feel that we adults in power value them highly enough that we are willing to invest our wisdom in their potential.” 1 
Investing Our Wisdom in Their Potential
We can envision schools where all teachers are teaching our students through powerful learning activities ~ all of the time. We can envision “proficiency” in terms of students regularly succeeding in thoughtful and meaning-filled activities such as creating, innovating, collaborating, thinking critically, solving important problems, leading, and being personally and socially responsible. This needs to be our vision for students in our schools.
The New Story of Learning

Stephanie Pace Marshall2 wisely speaks of the need to transform schools and learning so students live a different story of learning, the under story that our actions teach students as young as third grade, if not younger. Here are four truths of the “new story of learning” that students need to experience throughout their years of learning so this becomes the story of learning that they live and breathe, by design, and eventually believe and act in harmony with.
· Intelligence is not a single number. It is not fixed at your birth.… Creating your own mind is the greatest gift you can give yourself and the world.

· Learning is a social activity. … You will learn more deeply and you will have more fun if you learn with others. Learning flourishes in relationships.

· Understanding big ideas, pursuing questions that matter to you and your community and the world and solving meaningful problems are what real learning is about.

· You are a unique learner. ... Make mistakes, take risks, explore, fail, and ask for help. They are all part of learning. … You have a unique song that no one else in the world can ever sing, and if you don’t sing it, it will never be heard. 3 
Whole Child Education
Recently, ASCD’ Commission on the Whole Child said in their The Learning Compact Redefined, that we can have a significant positive effect on the lives of all children if we can regularly provide them with a challenging and engaging education and find ways in our communities and schools to keep then safe, healthy and supported. 4 
Students are born whole and “…both our experience and our research support the belief that all students will achieve at significantly higher levels of disciplinary and interdisciplinary understanding … if learning experiences are intentionally designed to enable them to do so.” 5 To inspire them and maintain their wholeness, we need to design instruction to educate “whole” children. If “a whole child is intellectually active; physically, verbally, socially, and academically competent; empathetic, kind, caring, and fair; creative and curious; disciplined, self-directed, and goal oriented; free; a critical thinker; confident; cared for and valued,” 6 then we must design all classroom and school activities so children learn in ways that allow them to remain whole and fulfill their promise.
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